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etiria Turei may have become the

Green Party’s Co-leader in June
2009 but even after the fact, she wonders
when she developed such aspirations.
It’s in these condensed moments of self-
analysis that Metiria’s political personality
is most obvious, and that you begin to
gain insight into how the three-term
Green MP has been able to exert such

disproportionate influence in the House
and in the community.

Metiria’s life is peppered with challenges
that have been successfully converted
into opportunities. She remains resolutely
unbound to any particular ideology (“the
dusty tomes of old, dead guys”) and
developed her political theories alongside
the practical application of dissent and
organisation.

Like her Party colleague Sue Bradford,
much of Metiria’s political action centred
on the rights of beneficiaries. She well
remembers unemployed life as an 18-
year old in Wellington and says that,
after heading to Teachers’ College in
Palmerston North, she continued to
volunteer within the Unemployed Rights
Movement.

“The work started as a social outlet but

it soon became a full-time job,” she says.
“I became a co-ordinator for the National
Maori Beneficiaries Network and it was a
tough role organising some very hardcore
men, especially when my age and gender
at that time were massive disadvantages
in certain people’s eyes.”

Wiser and a little older, Metiria

then moved to Auckland where she
came into contact with three groups
that would prove instrumental in
developing her political conscience: the
anarchist movement, NORML, and the
McGillicuddy Serious Party.

“We had fantastic discussions on the
exercise of power and crucially I came
into contact with many young Pakeha
who, just like my Maori contemporaries,
felt disenchanted with the state,” she says.
“The truth was there were lots of people
excluded from Government.”

“It's our time to seize the
moment for the benefit of all.”

At just 22, Metiria became pregnant and
along with the excitement came a sense of
panic. “I thought ‘I can’t rely on a man or
the state to look after us’ and coming from
a poor family, there was no fall back plan.
So, I had to come up with a way to ensure
we could take care of ourselves.”

In true Metiria fashion, she applied to law
school (“A friend of mine had applied and
I knew I was at least as smart as her!”),
was accepted, and duly graduated, all
while maintaining significant links with
her political contemporaries.

“I pushed for law firms to engage more
with Maori students when it came to
summer clerking roles and I remember
accepting a job with one particular firm
purely because I was impressed that they
asked me to interview,” she laughs.

With legal professionals to complete, a
certain wedding to attend (as the bride!),
the acquisition of two extra children (by
virtue of the aforementioned nuptials),
and a fulltime law clerking role, Metiria
decided that 1999 would be her year of
political silence. What a year to keep her
mouth shut.
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who has spoken out on environmental
issues such as preserving the wild
Mokihinui River has made her hard to
pigeonhole, but she says the battle for
credibility has been interesting.

Conservation, Corrections, Fisheries,
Alcohol & Drug Issues, ICT, Law

& Order, Maori Issues, Tertiary
Education, Youth, Treaty of Waitangi
(Assoc)

Today, how she’s seen by the broader
public is perhaps even more relevant
than ever, but for Metiria the
Co-leadership is less about her
personality and more about the changing
face of the Green movement.

First political action: Protest against
unemployment in 1989

Most embarrassing political
moment: Wearing a Frog Hat on
national television. It was National
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